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Ladies and gentlemen who join the combined conference of CASLE and CEEC.
For me it is a great honour to welcome you on behalf of the CEEC or;

· Conseil European des Economists de la Construction

· or in English; 
The European Council of Construction Economists.

The CEEC delegates are very pleased to meet our colleagues from CASLE.

We very much appreciate this initiative by CASLE.

There are several good reasons to have a combined conference:

The world around us is changing fast, society wants more transparency in finance, sustainability is an important subject, and last but not least, new social media are changing many traditional ways of doing things.

For our profession that is a great challenge. Decision makers need our knowledge more and more. We can be the industry control panel for politicians. A lot of sustainable items are related to Real Estate – we can be a guide. Even a lot of Urban Development questions can be answered by Land Surveyors and Cost Engineers.

Doing that, we can have different rules:

· To create facts and figures, to use in new plans.

· We are able to look for feasibility of plans, and to create alternatives.

· And also: to explain the new opportunities, the new ways to the future.

· Afterwards we are able to monitor the effects.

Conclusion

· Our profession is a tool to help build a better world!

· We can have a high contribution in creating the future.

How can we reach that dream?

The rule of a consultant is to be one nose length ahead, only one nose, but always!

So we have to train ourselves, to do research, and learn from the past.

We also have to publish our knowledge, in a clear and integrated way.

The communication of Surveyors and Construction Economists has to have many styles.

It has to be useful for an Academic thesis, and in a complete different lay out, for dummies.

This congress is a good opportunity to get in contact with experts on different platforms, to learn from each other, and to be inspired.

Nowadays in our profession there is no difference between developed and non-developed countries.

In my opinion there are no developing countries, there are developing people.

Those developing people can be anywhere and everywhere, all over the world.

Knowledge is open for everybody, communication and file sharing is easy in an on-line world.

CEEC and CASLE have the duty to develop Surveyors and Cost Engineers.

About Sustainability

Sustainability is really not an invention of the western world; it is more a western-caused problem. 

Western society needs help from other civilisations to get back to sustainable roots.

This conference wants to be the platform for that type of exchange.

I believe this congress will be a good experience for all of us.

These 2 days of joint meetings will have been successful if you are telling enthusiastic stories back home.

Thanks.
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